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Following the success of its No Noma program, the Winds of Hope Foundation continues its
mission by protecting children affected by pollution in developing countries.

Since the historic first non-stop balloon flight around the world, the Winds of Hope Foundation —
created by Bertrand Piccard, Brian Jones, and the Swiss watchmaker Breitling — has worked
tirelessly to raise global awareness about Noma.

This disease of poverty, which affects hundreds of thousands of children in the world’s poorest
regions, could be eradicated if its early symptoms were detected and treated in time.

Together with partner organizations such as Sentinelles and Médecins Sans Frontieres, the
Foundation implemented early detection and treatment programs. It soon became clear that
achieving greater effectiveness required official recognition of Noma by the World Health
Organization (WHO) as a neglected disease. Winds of Hope and its humanitarian and diplomatic
partners pursued this goal — successfully. In 2023, Noma was officially added to the WHO's list of
neglected tropical diseases.

Following this victory, the Foundation examined other causes aligned with its mission:

“The Foundation’s primary purpose is to provide financial support to actions, initiatives, or projects
offering tangible and lasting help to children who are victims of war, disaster, disease, or conflict —
whose suffering is ignored or forgotten by the media and the public.

Within its means, the Foundation also aims to raise awareness among the media, public, and
decision-makers about causes and projects that align with its objectives.

It favors simple, low-cost initiatives with high multiplier effects — accessible and beneficial to as
many people as possible, especially children. Its first commitment was the fight against Noma.”

Today, it has become evident that the lives of countless children in poor countries — suffering from
pollution, fossil fuels, and industrial waste toxicity — could be greatly improved through the use of
cleantech, renewable energy, and efficient solutions.

To this end, Winds of Hope has joined forces with the Solar Impulse Foundation to identify the best
available solutions to continue its work in Africa and Asia in this new direction.

All suggestions and proposals for collaboration in this field are welcome and can be sent to
info@windsofhope.org.

There is still so much to be done to ease the suffering of children around the world — and Winds of
Hope is determined to play its part.

Bertrand Piccard
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